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VINE LEAVES from

ST. LEONARD’S

WORTLEY

DECEMBER 2025
December Services at St. Leonards
Sunday 7th  December
Holy Communion with Rev. Chris Herbert 

at 11.00
Sunday 14h December
Holy Communion with Rev. Christine Herbert

at 6.30pm
Sunday 21st December
Our Annual Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
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with Thurlstone Brass Band  at 6.30pm

Join us for mulled wine and a mince pie afterwards.
Thursday 25th December
Joint Benefice 
CHRISTMAS DAY HOLY COMMUNION  

with Rev. Chris Herbert 
 at 10.30am

Sunday 28th December 
Morning Praise with Michael Armed

 at 11.00am
SOCIAL EVENTS
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Saturday 13th December at 7pm

Bolsterstone Male Voice Choir Concert
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with Thurgoland School Choir
Our popular annual concert of seasonal music with a scrumptious light supper included
Tickets £10, under 14yrs £5 available from Church, choir members, Wortley P.O.or pay on the door.
EVERY WEDNESDAY St. Leonards is open to visitors from 11am to 3pm and there is a
‘Drop In’  TEA and CHAT session between 1 and 3pm
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We will repeat our CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL DONATION scheme again this year.  So, until the middle of December, there will be a box at the back of the church ready to receive your gifts of non-perishable items -  packets, bottles and tins etc.  for a local food bank.

********************************************************************************
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CHURCH WARDENS JOAN AND ANN AND ALL THE MEMBERS OF ST. LEONARDS’ PCC WISH EVERYONE A PEACEFUL AND JOYOUS CHRISTMAS AND LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU OVER THE FESTIVE PERIOD 
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NEWS FROM THE BELFRIES
OF ST. LEONARD’S and ST. PETER’S
We Will Remember Them
St Leonard’s bells were rung for 30 minutes before the evening Remembrance Service on 9th November. The bell sounds were half-muffled with a leather pad, an echoing effect commemorating those who have fallen in conflicts.

Our church clock was corrected to the second ready for Armistice Day so that the 11 o-clock strikes on 11/11 were accurate and aligned with Big Ben for the two minutes silence.

Ringing Outing No. Three
November 1st was the date of our team’s third ringing outing of the year. This time we headed for North Yorkshire starting our journey through pouring rain on the M1. Thankfully the rain cleared and by the time we arrive at St Thomas a Becket, Hampsthwaite the sky has cleared, and the sun came out. We enjoyed ringing on the 9cwt six here. In the churchyard is the grave of Joshua Tetley, the founder of Tetley’s brewery in Leeds. Next, we moved on to St Michael & All Angels Beckwithshaw. Interesting ringing here on ropes with Yorkshire Tail Ends. Extra short fluffy sallies on the very end. An idea that didn’t catch on, not many places still have them. Our third tower of the day was St John the Evangelist North Rigton. A very light 6 with a Tenor of just 3cwt certainly tested our bell control skills. We had fun trying these light bells out and what an amazing view from this church over the Wharf Valley.

Lunch next for all of us in a stunning 200-year-old pub in North Rigton called the Square & Compass. Lovely food and socialising here with a few drinks.

First tower of the afternoon was a bit different. All Saints Kirby Overblow. 4 bells here but the surprise was what was inside the church. It doubles as the village hall and local theatre. The inside Nave area was a drama space with an amazing lighting rig and sound system. The ringing room was on a gallery with a large glass window to the church. Alongside the ropes were the lighting and sound control desks and dimmer racks. Kirkby Overblow is famous for a poem about bells. This is the link to see it: The Bells of Kirkby Overblow by F W Moorman - Famous poems, famous poets. - All Poetry  On we went to All Saints Spofforth, another interesting experience. Huge ringing chamber and 4 bells. The most notable feature was the pendulum of the 1818 clock swinging in the corner, it was 20 feet long. The bells were very loud in the ringing room, Andrew leading the ringing was having to bellow calls to the band at the top of his voice.  From here we travelled to our last tower of the day, All Saints Kirk Deighton. Nice bells to ring here and the treble ringer had to be careful not to catch the sally too high as the rope disappeared up through the clock case just above head height. There were some very large dead (we think) spiders here, Alice knew one was behind her and was slightly paranoid it might wake up and run towards her while she was ringing, luckily it didn’t.

A lovely day out enjoyed by our team, organised by Dawn.

Visiting Team of Ringers

We were pleased to welcome the ringers from St John’s Ranmoor on Saturday 15th. They were having a tower outing and spent 45 minutes ringing our bells to a variety of methods. 19 people in this group so a shift system had to be implemented as 19 people would not comfortably fit into our smallish ringing room.

Bell Ringers AGM

The combined team of Wortley and Tankersley ringers held their AGM this month. Lots of positive things in the Tower Captain’s report made us realise what an interesting and successful year we had. Our Tower Captain Andrew, Secretary Lynn, Steeple Keeper Dawn, Social Media Officer Alice and IT Support Officer Martin were re-elected to serve for another year. 
Ringing in 2026
St. Leonard’s bells will once again be ringing in the New Year - On Wednesday night 31st December our ringers will be ringing St Leonard’s bells from 11.45pm up to two minutes to midnight. Then, continuing an age old tradition at many churches, after the twelve strokes of midnight have sounded the bells will ringing out again to welcome 2026. 
Learn to ring with us.  At either Wortley or Tankersley – Telephone Andrew our tower captain on: 07733005526, email: wortleytower@gmail.com or tankersleytower@gmail.com There are Facebook pages for Wortley and Tankersley bell ringers, Instagram feeds for both and Wortley ringers have a Twitter account now just called X, @Wortleytower.  Andrew will reply to you and arrange a visit, tower tour and training sessions.
